
Advent 2 - B - 1a 

Is 40:1-5,9-11; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

 We prophet proclaim: A voice cries out:  ... prepare the way of the Lord!  In the midst of 

loneliness, in the midst of question and confusion, in the midst of emptiness - God says he will give 

comfort and speak tenderly.  To us living in a world that can be unfair, that is uneven, where there seems 

to always be one more obstacle to our goals, God says:  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain 

and hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley.    

God make this promise through the prophet Isaiah, - and we may say “OK I’m waiting” -  but we have 

to learn that God comes in more than one way, and in more than one time. 

  We are in the early part of the season of Advent where we are preparing to commemorate one of 

the great comings of God in our time.  When in the womb of Mary God took human flesh as Jesus Christ 

was born in a stable in Bethlehem and lived among humans - as a human, yet still as God.   God is 

coming in another great way at the end of our time (we’ve heard this in recent Sunday readings), and as 

St. Peter tells us in the second reading: According to his promise (the one uttered through the prophets 

and Jesus Himself) we await new heavens and new earth in which righteousness (that is right behavior 

and and fairness that pleases God) dwells.   We live our lives, between Jesus coming in the incarnation, 

and his final coming in glory, and we have to be aware of the innumerable comings of the Lord to our 

door that occur in different ways and are less dramatic.   We don’t always see the Lord, and rather than 

think that the Lord has left us abandoned - we have to sharpen our sight. 

 The many innkeepers that turned the Holy Family away on that first Christmas night did not see 

Jesus in the womb of Mary - he was hidden from sight, and as he comes to us physically in the Eucharist 

we don’t see him with our eyes either.  Each time we approach the Eucharist it is like Jesus is knocking 

at the door and asking if we have room inside for him to be born in us as he was born in the stable in 

Bethlehem.   As you approach can you hear the voice of John the Baptist: Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths.  Sometimes we receive him well and he stays with us for a while, sometimes we 

only let him in for a short time, and sometimes we approach and do not have room for him in our inn - ut 

Jesus does not give up on us, He waits for the next time he is able to approach us again. 

 Each time we receive him well in the Eucharist, and find room for him at our inn, it makes us 

more sensitive to notice the other - and even more hidden - times that we encounter him during the 

week.  The more we become sensitive to the movement of Jesus in our lives, the more able we are to 



respond.  When we take time for private prayer (and we all need to find that time every day), and also 

during the events of life when we turn our thought to God, God will come to us.  When we are 

approached by God in the person of others in need, it is like St. Joseph knocking at the inn door asking 

for help - those who offer help invite in also the unseen presence of Christ.  You may find it helpful to 

try devotions to Mary as well, because as we visit with her she does not come alone, she brings her son 

with her waiting to be born - just like she did when she entered that stable in Bethlehem.  The more 

often we let Jesus stay under our roof, the more he will be able to comfort us, and feed us with his 

consolation, and help us to make good decisions.  You cannot imagine how many problems with my 

family and friends, how many difficulties in my years of work, how many tough decisions were resolved 

in ways I can’t explain when I allowed God to be born and stay at my inn.  

 Advent reminds us that we need to keep that path, or “way”, or “road” between us and God open.  

There are so many other things in this world that we can let rent a room in our inn, and this can leave 

little space for Jesus to come in when he knocks.  We are called to hear the voice of John the Baptist 

coming from the desert to let go of the pride, controlling ways, resentments, and angers that take space 

in our inn.  We are called by him to repentance and seeking forgiveness of sin so that we clean out space 

for the presence of God.  The more you say “Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word and my soul will be healed,” and really want to be healed, and really want him to 

come under your roof - the more he will hang out at your place for a while.   This deepens the process of 

discovering how the presence of Jesus can be a transformation and a support. 

 This discovery leads us to experience an oasis of peace in the deserts of struggle, emptiness, and 

loneliness that we will encounter - an oasis to which we can retreat when there seems like no other place 

to go for relief.  Just like the vicious cycle that drives us to despair, there is a cycle of grace that can be 

found here.  Through the Eucharist, encountering him in prayer, meeting him in the person of our 

neighbor whom we can serve, we can begin a cycle that deepens peace and leads us to discover the ways 

to make the difficult decisions we need to make, and to navigate the struggles of life.  The voice of John 

the Baptist calls out to all of us - calling us to “prepare the way” in our lives “for the Lord,”  clear out 

some room in the Inn, and to “make straight the paths” that lead us to the one who has the might to raise 

us above every valley and level every mountain that stands in our way.


